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Astoria Column Marks 100 Years as an Enduring Symbol of Oregon History
The Centennial Celebration Ignites the North Coast with Signature Events on July 18

ASTORIA, Oregon (March 9, 2026) — The iconic Astoria Column, one of the Pacific
Northwest’s most recognizable landmarks, will celebrate its centennial in July, 2026, marking
100 years since its dedication in 1926. Rising high above the Columbia River and the city of
Astoria, the Column has stood for a century as a monument to the region’s rich and layered
history.

Completed in 1926, the Astoria Column was inspired by Rome’s Trajan Column and built to
commemorate the pioneering spirit of the Pacific Northwest and the founding of Astoria—the
oldest permanent United States settlement west of the Rocky Mountains.

Rising 125 feet above the city, the Column stands as a powerful symbol of exploration,
perseverance, and place. Its signature spiral sgraffito mural—the only one of its kind in the
world—depicts pivotal moments in regional history, from Native American heritage and early
exploration to the Lewis and Clark Expedition and the growth of the American West. The
centennial is a chance to celebrate local heritage, honor those who built and preserved the
monument, and inspire future generations to value their history.

Jordan Schnitzer, a Portland-based real estate developer and community leader, co-founded
Friends of the Astoria Column in 1988 and led efforts in two restorations of the Column: the
1995 restoration, which brought the fading sgraffito mural back to life with the help of world-
class conservation specialists, and the 2015 restoration that cleaned the Column’s exterior,
stabilized structural cracking, repaired the surrounding plaza, and improved the grounds to
preserve the artwork and structure against ongoing weather wear.

The Schnitzer family’s dedication to Astoria began in 1905 when Jordan’s immigrant
grandfather, Sam Schnitzer, scoured Astoria for rags, rubber boots, cans and wire and
shipped the scrap to Portland. This venture eventually became the Schnitzer family’s
iconic recycling business.

“For me, the Column represents the dream of coming to America,” said Oregon business leader
and Friends of the Astoria Column Board Chair, Jordan Schnitzer. “The column overlooks
Young’s Bay, the mouth of the Columbia River and the Pacific Ocean. This majestic site is the
farthest west you can go in this country—the land of all of our dreams.”

Located atop Coxcomb Hill, the Astoria Column offers sweeping views of the Columbia River,
the Pacific Ocean, and the surrounding forests. Over the decades, it has become a must-see
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destination for residents and visitors alike, welcoming generations of families, school groups,
and travelers from around the world.

Centennial activities planned for 2026 will honor the Column’s legacy while inviting new
generations to engage with Astoria’s past. Signature events will include a multicultural
celebration with community groups showcasing Astoria’s heritage, present & future. Visitors and
locals will enjoy multicultural entertainment and food, community booths, arts and crafts, live
music and more. A rededication ceremony will also occur at the base of the Column.

All are welcome to check the website year-round for ongoing centennial events.

The Astoria Column was originally financed by the Great Northern Railway and the City of
Astoria as a way to promote tourism and celebrate the area’s historical significance. A century
later, it continues to serve that purpose—standing as both a work of art and a storytelling
landmark that links the past to the present.

“The Astoria Column reminds us that history is something we can experience, not just read
about,” said Mac Burns, Executive Director, Clatsop County Historical Society/Friends of
Astoria Column. “As we mark this milestone, we invite everyone to visit, reflect, and celebrate
100 years of this extraordinary monument.”

For more information about the Astoria Column Centennial and upcoming events, visit
www.astoriacolumn100.org or contact Liz Kay, liz@lizkayco.com, 805.994.9952.
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About the Astoria Column

The Astoria Column is a 125-foot-tall monument located in Astoria, Oregon. Dedicated in 1926,
it features a hand-applied sgraffito mural, the only one of its kind in the world, illustrating
significant events in Oregon and Pacific Northwest history, from Native American heritage to the
Lewis and Clark Expedition The Column is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and
remains one of Oregon’s most beloved historic landmarks.
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